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Protect, restore 
and enhance 
biodiversity in the 
areas we work

Empower people 
to connect with 
the natural world

Realise the 
economic benefits 
of a diverse natural 
environment



Valuing and protecting biodiversity Biodiversity Report 2017

4 5



Photo: Heilo Ecology/Ramboll Environ

Valuing and protecting biodiversity Biodiversity Report 2017

6 7



Biodiversity Report 2017

9

Valuing and protecting biodiversity

8

Photo: David Wood



Biodiversity Report 2017

11

Valuing and protecting biodiversity

10

Preparing for 
changes in 
legislation

Eurasian beavers have 
been reintroduced to 
Argyll through a licensed 
trial and are also found 
throughout Tayside 
and on the River Beauly 
following beaver escapes 
or unauthorised releases. 

Beavers can have a positive 
effect on biodiversity through 
their modification of habitats 
by coppicing, feeding and 
damming. The Scottish 
Government intend to provide 
legal protection to beavers in 
Scotland, in accordance with 
the European Habitats Directive, 
as soon as is practical.

SSEN has taken a proactive 
approach to the intended 
changes in legislation and has 
been consulting with Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) on the 
creation of a Species Protection 
Plan (SPP). The SPP will set out 
where beavers are likely to be 
found, provide guidance on 
survey and field signs and also 
include mitigation strategies. 
In-house training on these 
topics has already been held 
with relevant employees.

There is little experience of 
beaver survey and mitigation 
in the UK and SSEN is keen to 
help inform best practise. SSEN 
anticipates that when legislative 
changes come into force, it will 
be well prepared to meet them 
through its early preparation.
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Photo: Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
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18 * For more information on the consultation, see http://news.ssen.co.uk/media/226820/CBA-Report-A4-32pp-hres.pdf



Valuing and protecting biodiversity Biodiversity Report 2017

20 21

Reporting on  
environmental performance 

Length of overhead line* in protected area (km)**

SACSSSINNRRAMSAR

981.71,862.8132.1478.4

No. of hydro-electricity power stations in, or adjacent to, protected areas* 21

Site Details of HMP Area covered by 
HMP (Ha)

Scotland

Northern Ireland

Ireland

Achany
Black grouse and water vole habitat enhancement, peatland habitat enhancement 
(with focus on foraging ground for upland waders), maintain populations of dwarf 
birch and mountain bearberry.

c. 2 

Balmurrie Fell Peatland habitat enhancement. 2.6

Bhlaraidh Native woodland replanting, grouse habitat enhancement. 18

Calliachar 223

Grazing management to enhance moorland diversity, native woodland planting, 
bracken control to aid grassland and heathland restoration, construction of artificial 
otter holts, enhance habitat to benefit Hen Harrier, Short eared owl, Black Grouse, Red 
Grouse and Golden Plover.

Clyde Windfarm (Scotland) 
Limited

Native woodland replanting, blanket bog and heathland restoration, predator control, 
grazing reduction, experimental Molinia control/heather seeding. 

c.5,291

Dunmaglass
Habitat management, ditch blocking for blanket bog creation, deer management, 
heather cutting rather than muirburn, predator control.

1,899

Fairburn
Habitat management for hen harrier, merlin and golden eagle. Heather management, 
bracken control and broad-leaved planting, hedgerow planting and management, 
deer management, ditch blocking. 

4,711

Gordonbush
Forestry removal, moorland restoration, heather management, drain blocking, native 
woodland restoration, small scale agricultural activities, deer management.

5,350

Griffin
Native woodland planting, black grouse habitat enhancement, enhance habitat for 
mammal species, creation of wetland habitat, deer management, biodiversity thinning 
of commercial woodland. 

892

Strathy North
Hen harrier enhancement, peat restoration, riparian native woodland, short sward 
management, deer management. 1,020

Toddleburn
Enhancement of existing woodland SSSI, native woodland planting in other areas, 
create mix of wetland areas and tussocky grassland.

c.70

Glenconway

Galway Wind Park – Cloosh

Peatland management, drain blocking, invasive species removal.

Conifer felling, drainage blocking and bog reinstatement.

c. 22

59

Slieve Divena 2

Galway Wind Park - Seecon

Red grouse, peat and snipe management.

Conifer felling, drainage blocking and bog reinstatement.

17

174

Slieve Kirk
Peatland and bird monitoring, grazing management, invasive species removal, 
aquatic habitat creation, watercourse protection.

580

Tievenameenta

Galway Wind Park - Uggool

Ditch blocking, peat management.

Fencing, grazing management and quadrat vegetation monitoring.

42

16
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GRI indicator 2017/16 2016/15 2015/14

SO
2
 (tonnes) GRI 305-7 1,564 10,685 16,871

NO
x
 (tonnes) GRI 305-7 5,555 6,704 9,977

SF
6
 (kg) GRI 305-7 9.3 23 21

GRI indicator 2017/16 2016/15 2015/14

Total water abstracted (million m3) GRI 303-1 22,658 28,856 27,109

Total water consumed (million m3) GRI 303-1 5.0 8.2 19.4

Total water returned (million m3) GRI 303-1 22,654 28,848 27,090

GRI indicator 2017/16 2016/15 2015/14

Number of major environmental incidents GRI 307-1 0 0 0

Number of serious environmental incidents GRI 307-1 8 11 4

Number of minor environmental incidents GRI 307-1 57 20 31

Number environmental prosecutions* GRI 307-1 0 0 1
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GRI indicator 2017/16 2016/15 2015/14

Scope 1 emissions1 (‘000s tCO
2
e) GRI 305-1 8,004 11,021 13,079

Scope 2 emissions2 (‘000s tCO
2
e) GRI 305-2 1,034 1,138 1,244

Scope 3 emissions3 (‘000s tCO
2
e) GRI 305-3 10,357 10,375 12,368

Total carbon emissions (million tCO
2
e)

Carbon intensity of electricity generation (kgCO
2
e/MWh) GRI 305-4

19,395

304

22,534

397

26,676

474

1 Scope 1 comprises emissions from operations owned or controlled by the organisation.
2 Scope 2 comprises emissions from the generation of purchased electricity, heating and cooling.
3 Scope 3 comprises emissions that occur outside of the organisation in support of its activities. 

ASSI Areas of Special Scientific Interest

NHA National Heritage Areas

NNR National Nature Reserves

RAMSAR Wetlands of international importance designated under the Ramsar Convention

SAC Special Areas of Conservation

SPA Special Protection Areas

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest

Wild Land Areas Areas considered to represent the most extensive areas of high wildness and given national importance in Scottish 
Planning Policy

* Includes prosecutions and civil penalties 



For futher information about SSE, please 
contact:

SSE plc
Corporate Affairs
Inveralmond House
200 Dunkeld Road
Perth, PH1 3AQ
UK
Tel: +44 (0)1738 456000
Email: Info@sse.com
Registered in Scotland No: 117119

Follow the latest news from SSE on Twitter at 
www.twitter.com/sse

sse.com


